, who found that students often become overwhelmed by the vast amounts of information available on the internet. Students can also become overwhelmed by the vast amount of information to study for this content-heavy course. Hypermedia resources can be used to create structure for studying content through the review of targeted information that has been carefully curated for students; in this way, the resource serves as a digital study guide. This curation includes allowing the instructor to build the resource and customize to fit the needs of the class, as well as meet the needs of student learning styles through various formats. The use of existing programs and websites (e.g., Quizlet and Google Forms) to curate content also has the added bonus of providing feedback to the student and/or instructor in real time. Instructors can use this information to track student understanding and possibly review frequently-missed questions or topics in class.
A new hypermedia resource for a history of dress course. A website containing historic dress hypermedia resources was developed by the authors because it is important to begin the revival. It can be accessed from computer or mobile devices, which provides a high level of flexibility and convenience. The study resources are interactive in both flashcard and image quiz formats. The flashcards can be used to aid in learning vocabulary and text descriptions. The image quizzes aid in the practice of visual identification. The content is embedded in a single website (Weebly.com) for easier access from other sources (e.g., Quizlet and Google Forms). The decision to embed was made because the authors did not have sufficient knowledge of website building and HTML. Existing websites had to be used to create and host content. Forty-two students in the Fall 2016 historic dress course at a Midwestern university had the opportunity to use the hypermedia resource and provide qualitative feedback. Initial review of the data has indicated that students found the website and the content formats useful. More students specifically mentioned the value of the image quizzes over the text-based flashcards in qualitative responses. Several students also mentioned the ease of access as a strength, as well as the variety of quiz formats.
Next steps. The feedback data discussed above will be formally analyzed and a list of recommendations for the next iteration of hypermedia resource development will emerge. As the use of hypermedia increases, faculty will need to be made aware of the options available for their development. Trainings can be created to address these options and how to seamlessly integrate the resource in to the course. Additional formats for both the content and resource itself can be considered, including video quizzes and a resource app. The authors also advocate for the exploration of students assisting in the creation of resource content as part of a course assignment.
